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I az2 delLgM3d to hear of suoh encouragemmt to soientificr statesmanship, 

is g&q to be SO badly needed during the years ahead. It is estm&hing 
how little attentlr:~ the u&mrsZty facultflsa aa euch have been paying to the 
develqxt-jnfs An policy n&h are going to influence their professional lives from 
flow on. Ihsd,far aswq&e$ yrspoaed that the facultyheredebats the issues of 
federal eid &oyeara ago and o&y Just non 1s the subjeot goitzg to bs on the 
agenda for a special fm~tiag. I am sure your conference next month will furnish 
mmy Gm3tsuc~~ive S&m3 for grouts like our facul+q to chew over. R, 

I feel hmever that one of the issues that my pervade your conference mAght 
b 
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The,re a,re, .*’ . *3c t5o&ecii,~good l?azmia why a self-perphuating body lika the 
acadcq should not play such a do&&ant roll in these times as it did perhaps 
when it was first charged with the prinmry responsibility of scient4fic advice 
to the federal govemnaeat. As you knm, I was honored to be eleoted to the acadeq 
last gear, but lo 80~19 raspeats this is 8n empty honor if tha train preoccu~ticn 
of amdemy mnharship is ti be the election of new amhers. If the academy has out- 
lived Se usefulness, do you me much point In perpetuatbg it? Alternatively, U 
t&em la still sum fuactia for its existence, should it not hfxe an importit role 
ia the fcmidstlon of ecientlfic @ icy? 

One c!%Yiculty a.8 I see it la that none of the pmeent scientific societies 
are org&.zed primarily for the deolfllqment of policy. The offfcltildom of these *se3 but almoat a3ver on that of the groups is elected on a ntier of different be;.._. 
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man's appronuh to fundamentti policy questions. In these clrcum.stancea, it is 
perhap op* fiatw& and yos4.b~ rrclt undesfrable that a mriety of different 
org.a~&~ii~~m G.jlti4 pus'jrt 2a spa;& for the scientists, but the fact is that 
no one of the3 i3 sfff3ctivel.y representative. In the circumstsmsa, it is the 
more credit to our sci~ntifio statemen that they have bea abie to fumtion as 
effecti+&.y ~3 Cby :-cj~s in t&2 Ln,tdreate of the n.zti3fi an:3 &3 scif?ntific 
corm~rlity !lt tilS SLizY tb. :-:I)~wmr, 3 do not believe that we will have the 
necerssaxy t$dxih 2p; t&3 grase root level unJ.ess we have 80018 national organiza- 
t;ton -i&h 7pau $3 v 2~s~pa5lve iit3 the poilcy opiniora of its msbr3hip 3.3 a 
more dimct procotlui-al fashion. The faculties of the respective universities 
are a potenU,al form that are psrhaps begfnning to be used more effectively. 
In additbn, i see signa Wzi t the .A&%3 itself is ct~lv%ng 3.3 t5J.s dimctioh. 
It is 3ffSxl.t to see homver how one can effectimly combtie the housekeepirtg 
duties c;l an organization chargedwith professional functions, arrangements of 
national maetinge a03 symposia for purely scientdffc purposes, ahd the essentially 
political ftmckLcm that tie are discussing now. 

‘i’be-3 mst be m argmmts pro and con OFW the vwy deeire&Uity of a 
atric~iiy~rsgireeentative 3ptam for tha organ%za&m of scientific opinion. I 
would I.n no Ci3;E;E sLippc?st a t.borcmgh* atanolithic setup even &#Z it were purpcrtedly 
thozoughly dmocratic. But I do believe that 80~3 consolidation of the channels 
between s&m-?&-& E& tizcj gcverment iEi going to be badly needed and that at 
lsast om 02 I&~59 chaw,elu shouII3 be repm3entational in character. . 

Even more lmdlrjdiatily, we should have eo?o~ coordinating body mith effective 
comaa2catbrw to sil. existing ecien"Kfic organizationf3, if of&y to fuciiitatn 
the mchxiics cf t!ut ccvl?:aPiion. At the present time, it is very diff fcult 
to know what ths best charnels would be for oomrmn~ating a policy suggestion 
mlzing fixi LC iid.vidud or a iocal organization such as a uGversJ.ty faculty. 
The nemran&z &Sk I m enclostig is a cam 3.0 po&n$ as I thiii you A.ll. see 
from its last paragraph. I rm eaclo3ing ft 8s well became you ra5ght be armed 
by 9t &to i&e~nciently of the polkg queatiorr. 

Yours slmereiy, 

Joshua tsderberg 
P*feesor of &kd&al GanfM.cs 


